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The word essay has been derived from
a French word ‘essayer’ which means
‘to try’ or ‘to attempt’.




“Essay test is a test that requires the
student to structure a rather long written
response up to several paragraphs.”

-William weirsama




|.e. the essay test refers to any written
test that requires the examinee to write
a sentence, a paragraph or longer
passages.”



The length of the required responses varies with
reference to marks and time

For e.g.: B.ed papers where there are 10marks, Smarks
and 3 marks questions so the length of the answers varies
accordingly. For 10marks, it needs to be completed within
15-20min for each 3marks; 5Smin is maximum so accordingly
the length of answers varies with reference to time.

It demands a subjective judgment:

Judgment means making judgment or assessing whereas
subjective means not fair enough i.e. it differs from person to
person

For e.g. criteria of writing the statement of specification. In
that, we are supposed to give each criterion along with the
examples. Some may write only criteria and others may write
criteria along with the examples, accordingly the marks or
grades are given depending on the degree of quality,
correctness and completeness of the answers.




Most familiar and widely used:

Essay has become a major part of a
formal education. Secondary students are
taught structured essays format to improve
their writing skills. Magazines or
newspapers essays use many of the same
type of essays as like academic essays. m
Even employment essays detailing our “\““
experience in a certain occupational fields
are required when applying for some jobs,
especially government jobs. So it is most
familiar and most widely used.




1. Restricted response questions:

The restricted response question usually limits both the

content and the response the content is usually restricted by

the scope of the topic to be discussed limitations on the form

of response are generally indicated in the question another

way of restricting responses in essay tests is to base the

questions on specific problems. For this purpose,

introductory material like that used in interpretive exercises

can be presented. Such items differ from objective

interpretive exercise only by the fact that essay questions ‘“
are used instead of multiple choice or true or false items. “““
Because the restricted response question is more structured “
it is most useful for measuring learning outcomes requiring

the interpretation and application of date in a specific area.

For e.g.
1. Write the life sketch of Quaid-e-Azam in 100 words?
2. State any five definition of education?




No restriction is placed in students as to the points he will discuss and the
type of organization he will use.

Teachers in such a way so as to give students the maximum possible
freedom to determine the nature and scope of question and in a way he
would give response of course being related topic and in stipulated time
frame these types of questions.

The student may be select the points he thinks are most important, pertinent
and relevant to his points and arrangement and organize the answers in
whichever way he wishes. So they are also called free response questions.

This enables the teacher to judge the student’s abilities to organize,
integrate, interpret the material and express themselves in their own words.

It also gives an opportunity to comment or look into students’ progress,
quality of their thinking, the depth of their understanding problem solving
skills and the difficulties they may be having. These skills interact with each
other with the knowledge and understanding the problem requires.

Thus it is at the levels of synthesis and evaluation of writing skills that this
type of questions makes the greatest contribution. m““

E.g.:

1. Describe at length the defects of the present day examination system..
Suggest ways and means of improving the examination system.

2. Global warming is the next step to disaster. Explain




It is relatively easier to prepare and administer a six-question
extended response essay test than to prepare and
administer a comparable 60 item multiple choice test items.

It is the only means that can assess an examinee’s ability to
organize and present his ideas in a logical and coherent
fashion and in effective prose.

It can be successfully employed for practically all school
subjects.

Some of the objectives — such as ability to organize idea
effectively ability to criticize or justify a statement, ability to
criticize or justify a statement, ability to interpret etc. can be
measured by this type of test.

Logical thinking and critical reasoning, systematic
presentation etc. can be best developed by this type of test.

Its helps induce good study habits such as making
outlines and summaries,




The student can show their initiative,
the originality of their thought and the
fertility of their imagination, as they
are permitted freedom of response.

The response of the students need

not be completely right or wrong. All ““N“
degrees of comprehensiveness and ‘
accuracy are possible.

It largely eliminates guessing.



Every coin has 2 sides same ways in essay test if there are merits
than demerits are also there so we will see demerits of essay
test writing.

Limited sampling of the content: -

It means few questions can be included in given test. Example if in
one particular book 18 chapter are given, teacher cannot ask
question from all the chapters. They have to neglect some
areas.

Subjectivity of scoring:
If all students are writing same answer of one question, why they
get different marks? In essay test answer of question are

scored differently by different teacher. Even the same teacher
scores the answer differently at different times.

Halo effects:

It means teacher knows the particular student very well and has
good impression because of his previous paper and writing




Mood of the examiner:

The general feeling of all students after writing your S.S.C
board paper what you had discussed with your fried. | hope

the teacher who is checking my paper has not quarreled
with some”

Ambiguous wording of the question:

Sometime essay questions are so worded that students do
not know the exact implications of the questions.

Examiner contaminated by various factors:

The examiner is contaminated by various factors like hand m“““
writing, spelling, grammar etc some students who has good
verbal knowledge may write many things on an essay topic.

It requires an excessive time on the part of students to write

while assessing reading essays is very time-consuming and
laborious.















